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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


A Prayer for Unity 

O God, who didst plan the Gospel for an un- 
divided Church, continue, we pray Thee, Thy 
saving work in the broken order of our making. 
Prosper the labors of all churches bearing the 
name of Christ and striving to further righteous- 
ness and faith in Him. Help us to place the 
truth above our conception of it and joyfully to 
recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit 
wherever He may choose to dwell among men. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


What Answer Will American 

Christians Make? 

_ Among the countless appeals for help that 
come to us today two ring in our ears so clearly 
that we cannot be deaf to them and still think 
of ourselves as manifesting the spirit of Christ. 
One is the call of China’s civilian sufferers. The 
other is the call of the German refugees—Jew- 
ish and Christian alike—for whom life is no 
longer endurable in their native land. 


RELIEF FOR THE CHINESE 


According to the careful estimate of Dr. John 
R. Mott, who headed the great welfare cam- 
paign during the World War, the present suf- 
fering in China is vastly greater than anything 
which prevailed in the war areas at any time be- 
tween 1914 and 1918. He even concludes that 
never before in history has there been such a 
single total of human agony. 


The Red Cross having closed its appeal, the 
churches and missionary forces are now inaugur- 
ating ‘““The Church Committee for China Re- 
lief,” (105 East 22nd Street, New York) in 
an effort to meet the continuing need of the 
millions who have been driven from their homes 
by the combined devastation of war and floods. 
This united agency is to make its appeal-to the 
churches and through the churches, confident 
that there is a spirit of Christ-like sympathy 
which will respond. Trained by the missionary 
movement for generations to have a concern for 
the Chinese, the people of the churches now have 
an unparalleled opportunity to manifest that 
concern in a direct and simple way. 

Three cents will save the life of a Chinese for 
a day. The price of an ice cream soda means 
his life for almost a week. A movie ticket will 
save him for a fortnight. A dollar a month for 
twelve months will keep him from starvation un- 
til next year’s crop can be harvested. There are 
few church members who do not spend that 
amount in wholly trifling ways. Not to readjust 
our scale of expenditures sufficiently to share in 
this saving work of mercy would be to nullify 
our Christian witness and imperil our own spir- 
itual life. 


THE GERMAN REFUGEES 
The annexation of Austria to the Third Reich 
has greatly increased the number of victims of 


the incredibly cruel racialistic policies of the 
German government. It has especially increased 
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the percentage of Christians who must become 
involuntary exiles. According to the estimates 
made public by Myron C. Taylor as Chairman 
of the Inter-Governmental Conference at Evian 
in July, there are now at least 660,000 persons 
in Germany (including Austria) who will be 
forced to leave. The prevalent impression that 
these people are nearly all Jews is now known 
to be gravely erroneous. Probably half of them 
are Christians, the best available figures placing 
the number of Protestants at 285,000, the 
Catholics at 75,000, the Jews at 300,000, not 
including the elderly persons for whom emigra- 
tion to a new land is wholly out of the question. 
The Christians are, in the main, “non-Aryans,” 
that is, persons who are Christian by religious 
profession but who have some measure of Jew- 
ish ancestry. A single Jewish grandparent re- 
sults in classification as a “‘non-Aryan.” 

To make the problem infinitely worse, these 
people whom the German government forces to 
migrate are automatically deprived of virtually 
all their possessions by the very act of leaving. 
There is thus no hope for them except through 
help from abroad. 

The permanent inter-governmental organiza- 
tion set up by the Evian Conference, under the 
direction of Mr. George Rublee, a distinguished 
American Christian of much international ex- 
perience, will wrestle chiefly with two problems 
—first, finding places in the various nations for 
the involuntary German emigrants; second, ne- 
gotiating with the German government in order 
to secure as favorable conditions as possible for 
their departure. Without in any way disturb- 
ing our existing legislation, 27,000 of these exiles 
can be admitted to America each year. Other 
nations are expected to assume a comparable 
share of responsibility. But the securing of the 
‘funds which will permit the refugees to come and 
to establish themselves in a new home must be 
the task of private charity. 

The Jews of America are already meeting 
their part of the task with their usual generosity. 
The Christians are just beginning to awake to 
their responsibility. Largely on the initiative of 
the Federal Council of Churches, “The Ameri- 
can Committee for Christian German Refugees” 
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(105 East 22nd Street, New York) was con- 
stituted two years ago, with the honored Chris- 
tian laymen, Mr. James M. Speers, as Chairman. 
In the face of almost insuperable obstacles, it 
has been carrying on a heroic effort, but the 
financial response thus far given is a tiny frac- 
tion of what must now be made available to 
enable it to discharge its noble purpose ade- 
quately. It merits the unreserved support of 
all Christian people. 


Lest We Forget 


As Pastor Niemoeller began the second year 
of his imprisonment, he wrote from his concen- 
tration camp at Sachsenhausen, “I am like a 
ship at sea in a tempest, dragging its anchors... 
but the cable still holds.” 

A pamphlet privately printed and circulated 
in Germany concludes by asking, concerning his 
continued imprisonment, ‘‘How does this situa- 
tion affect us?” and replies: 

“It demands that we should recognize that 
Martin Niemoeller is not in the Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp as a private individual but 
that in him the entire Confessional Church and 
all men who are fighting for the freedom of the 
Gospel in Germany have been thrown into 
prison. It demands that wherever we are we 
do not keep our mouths shut like dumb dogs but 
speak out what God has ordered us to speak, and 
that we fight for the freedom of His Church and 
for the authority of the Gospel in Germany. As 
long as Martin Niemoeller is in the concentra- 
tion camp there is set up in our midst a signal, 
visible from afar, that the Church of Jesus 
Christ in Germany is in bonds.” 

While dealing with the acute crisis in Ger- 
many, these words are not without significance 
for our own situation. They are a stirring sum- 
mons to us also to place loyalty to Christ above 
every other loyalty and to scrutinize the posi- 
tion of the Church with reference to all the un- 
Christian tendencies of our times. 

At the epochal Synod of Barmen in 1934, the 
German Evangelical Church summarized its 
platform by saying: “Jesus Christ, as He is de- 
clared to us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word 
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of God that we must hear and that in life and 
death we must obey.” This proclamation was 
directed against the attitude of the so-called 
“German Christians” who would compromise 
their Christianity by “harmonizing” it with the 
views of National Socialism. But are not we in 
danger of making similar, even if less obvious, 
compromises? Whenever we find ourselves tend- 
ing to accommodate Christianity to nationalistic 
policies, to current economic assumptions, to 
racialistic prejudices, to any aspect of merely 
secular culture, we do well to listen to the ring- 
ing words from Barmen, “Jesus Christ, as He 
is declared to us in Holy Scripture, is the one 
Word of God that we must hear and that in life 
_and death we must obey.” 


The Christian Gospel and Its Rivals 


The present crisis of the world is a struggle 
not merely between competing political and eco- 
nomic policies but between conflicting philos- 
ophies of life. In such a situation the major 
question which the Church faces is whether it 
can interpret its world-view so clearly and con- 
vincingly that it will win in the struggle against 
rival world-views, such as those of Fascism and 
Communism, which are now beihg proclaimed 
with evangelistic ardor. The real issue is 
whether the understanding of the nature of 
Reality and of human destiny as set forth in the 
Christian Gospel is true or not. According to 
the new “gospels” man is a creature of the 
State, serving merely earthly ends, owing no 
higher allegiance than his allegiance to a politi- 
cal or racial or economic group. According to 
the Gospel of Christ, man is a creation of God, 
made for fellowship with Him and therefore 
with all of God’s other children, owing his su- 
preme allegiance to God alone and to God’s pur- 
pose for mankind. What one decides about these 
alternative positions is crucial to everything else. 

In his “Kingdom of God in America,” Profes- 
sor H. R. Niebuhr suggests that many modern 
Christians have talked about the Kingdom with- 
out realizing that it is God’s Kingdom and not 
merely man’s which is the object of Christian 
faith. Describing a form of thought which was 
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more prevalent a decade ago than it is today, he 
says, “A god without wrath drew men without 
sin into a kingdom without judgment by the 
ministrations of a Christ without a cross.” We 
are now beginning to realize that if we are to 
have a better social order, the basic need is a 
fresh grasp upon the reality of God, in whose will 
the Kingdom that we seek has its only ultimate 
foundation. As one of our contemporaries re- 
marked recently, “the most important thing in 
the ‘social gospel’ is its theological center’ and 
“social righteousness without a theological cen- 
ter is not the social gospel.” 


Lewis Seymour Mudge 


The retirement of Dr. Lewis Seymour Mudge 
on August 24 at the age of seventy from his 
long-time post as Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. has been the occasion of many well- 
deserved tributes in Presbyterian circles. THE 
BULLETIN adds a word of appreciation in behalf 
of the other churches included in the Federal 
Council. We could count on the fingers of one 
hand the men in all denominations who deserve 
to be mentioned along with Dr. Mudge as hav- 
ing done most during the last decade to 
strengthen the movement of codperative unity 
as expressed through the Council. No one has 
given a better demonstration of the way in 
which loyalty to his own denomination can be 
combined with loyalty to interdenominational 
efforts. 

As one of the most active members of the 
Federal Council’s Executive Committee, as 
Chairman of its Advisory Committee and as 
Vice-President of the Council, his wisdom, his 
gracious spirit, his firmness of purpose and his 
devotion have made him a highly trusted and 
beloved leader in the whole cooperative enter- 
prise. We rejoice that the laying down of his 
heavy executive responsibilities in the Presby- 
terian Church does not involve any lessening of 
his leadership in the Council but, on the con- 
trary, gives him greater leisure for the service 
of the cause to which it is committed. 
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The Churches Unite Forces for China Relief 


prehensive and continuous plan for China Relief. 

Some communions have made their own appeals. 
Most codperated with the Red Cross in its appeal. Sev- 
eral months ago it became obvious. that the need of the 
war and flood sufferers in China would be acute at least 
until after the harvest of 1939 and that the American 
churches must do something more adequate. Conse- 
quently, “The Church Committee for China Relief” has 
been set up by the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, the Federal Council of Churches and China 
Famine Relief. In this Committee the churches have 
united forces nationally to an extent unprecedented for 
such an enterprise. 

Encouraging developments can be reported already. 
The religious press has given widespread publicity to the 
plans. Missionaries on furlough have agreed to serve 
the Committee as field agents and their Boards are pay- 
ing their salaries. Local church councils and federations 
and ministerial associations have begun to appoint spe- 
cial committees to promote the program. 

The Committee is regarded as far more than an expe- 
dient economy; it is an expression of Christian solidarity 
at home which is essential to the success of the enterprise 
abroad. At a time when the world is disintegrating be- 
cause of exclusive and selfish loyalties to race or nation 
the uniting interests and world-wide loyalties of Chris- 
tianity are being expressed. 

The Committee has effected a codrdination not only of 
official church agencies but also of the best professional 
and lay leadership in Christian work both in America and 
China. Mr. Harper Sibley, Dr. John R. Mott and Mr. 
James M. Speers, who are Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Treasurer, respectively, of the Committee, combine the 
most competent and universally trusted direction with 
wide experience. Serving with them as active members 
of the Committee are the leaders of communions and of 
mission boards having work in China. 

The Foreign Missions Conference has secured the re- 
lease of Dr. Wynn C. Fairfield, Far Eastern Secretary of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, to serve as Director, and the Federal Council has 
released Rev. Roswell P. Barnes, of its Department of 
‘International Justice and Goodwill, for half-time service 
as Associate Director, thus keeping the executive direc- 
tion of the enterprise under the personnel of the two co- 
operative agencies best prepared to represent the churches 
in this project. Rev. Merle N. English, formerly on the 
staff of the Methodist Episcopal Board of Education, has 
been chosen as Field Secretary. Headquarters have 
been established at 105 East 22nd Street, New York City. 

The funds are allocated in China by a committee of 
missionaries and American business men resident there 


F:- the past year the churches have had no com- 


who have had years of experience handling the millions 
of dollars sent by China Famine Relief, U.S.A., an agency 
set up by the Foreign Missions Conference and the Fed- 
eral Council, but now merging its forces with those of 
the two “parent” organizations for the present emer- 
gency. 

The Committee has not set a definite financial goal 
but it is attempting to enlist the help of a million Ameri- 
can Christians who care about those who suffer in China. 

Those whom the Federal Council has appointed to the 
Church Committee for China Relief are as follows: Dr. 
John R. Mott, Mr. Harper Sibley, Prof. Rufus M. Jones, 
Rt. Rev. Henry St. George Tucker, Dr. S. J. Corey, Dr. 
Charles W. Gilkey, Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, Dr. F. H. 
Knubel, Mrs. C. P. Taft, and Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert. 
Other members are named by the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference and China Famine Relief. 


Christianity and Mental Hygiene 


While the BULLETIN is in press a conference on Chris- 
tianity and Mental Hygiene is being held, August 24-30, 
at Rosemary Hall, Greenwich, Conn., under the auspices 
of the Federal Council’s Committee on Religion and 
Health. Collaborating in the plans for the conference 
are the National Council on Religion in Higher Educa- 
tion and the Council for the Clinical Training of Theolog- 
ical Students. 

The morning sessions on the first three days consist of 
round-table discussions led by Dr. Harry Bone, consult- 
ing psychologist, and Rev. Otis S. Rice, lecturer at the 
General Theological Seminary, New York, on the devel- 
opment of human personality and the contribution which 
religion can make to the solving of maladjustments and 
conflicts. On the morning of August 29, Professor Arthur 
C. McGiffert, of the Chicago Theological Seminary, dis- 
cusses the fundamental ways in which Christianity con- 
tributes to meeting personal problems and on the follow- 
ing two mornings Dr. McGiffert, Dr. Bone and Mr. Rice 
continue this discussion. 

The evening sessions are concerned with common in- 
terests of the pastor and the worker in the field of mental 
hygiene and psychiatry. The speakers include: William 
A. Bryan, M.D., Superintendent of the Worcester (Mass.) 
State Hospital; Seward Erdman, M.D., Professor of Sur- 
gery at the Cornell Medical School, New York; George 
K. Pratt, M.D., Medical Director of the Connecticut So- 
ciety for Mental Hygiene, and Rev. George Stewart, min- 
ister of the First Presbyterian Church of Stamford, Conn. 
Dr. Bryan discusses the relation of the religious worker 
to the mental hospital and Dr. Erdman the relation of 
attitudes of faith to the health of the surgical patient. 
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World Christians to Meet at Madras 


LIMAXING the World Conferences on Life and 

Work at Oxford and on Faith and Order at 

Edinburgh last year, a third international gather- 
ing of representatives of the churches of all lands will 
be held as an enlarged meeting of the International Mis- 
sionary Council at Madras Christian College, India, 
December 13-30. About 450 delegates will be present 
from practically all the nations of the world, but with 
special emphasis upon representation from the churches 
of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Pacific Islands, 
which will have equal representation with the churches 
of Europe and North America. The large percentage of 
the members coming from the churches of the Eastern 
world and the Southern Hemisphere is expected to re- 
sult in a more fully representative assembly of the 
Church Universal than any other conference yet held. 

The central theme of the meeting is “The Church.” 
This main subject is divided into five phases, in con- 
nection with each of which important preparatory 
study is being carried on in several countries. The five 
sections of the general theme are: 

The Faith by Which the Church Lives 

The Witness of the Church 

The Inner Life of the Church 

The Church and Its Environment 

Codperation and Unity 

The subject of evangelism is being given especially 
thorough treatment at the Madras meeting and in prepa- 
ration for it an arresting volume entitled “The Christian 
Message in a Non-Christian World” has been prepared 
by Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, for several years a missionary 
in Java and now Professor in the University of Leiden. 
Another volume which will shortly appear will contain 
the results of an inquiry into evangelistic work carried 
on in various parts of the world. J. Merle Davis has 
for two years been directing studies in Asia on the social 
and economic conditions confronting the churches there, 
having in this task the collaboration of the National 
Christian Councils and the Christian colleges in the sev- 
eral countries. The results of this study will also be 
published shortly. 

The Madras meeting is the culmination of a movement 
of world-wide Christian codperation which has been un- 
der way since the famous World Missionary Conference 
at Edinburgh in 1910, which is generally regarded as 
the beginning of what is now called the ecumenical move- 
ment. At.that meeting Dr. John R. Mott presided and 
he will be the Chairman of this latest world conference. 
While the Madras meeting will be dealing chiefly with 
the problems which are of most immediate interest to 
the churches of Asia, Africa and Latin America, it will 
be the object of deep interest on the part of Christians 
everywhere. The ecumenical movement, which has now 
come to clear expression in the proposal for a World 


Council of Churches, is possible only because the foreign 
missionary movement has planted the Church in every 
continent and brought a world-wide Christian commu- 
nity into being. Thoughtful observers expect that the 
Madras gathering will greatly strengthen the movement 
for Christian unity on a world scale and help to lift the 
churches of every country out of provincialism and 
selfishness by uniting them in a sense of common fel- 
lowship in Christ which transcends all racial and national 
boundaries. 

Following the Madras meeting a series of conferences 
interpreting its significance and findings will be held in 
thirty-five of the leading cities of America during Feb- 
ruary and March, 1939. These conferences are being 
planned by the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America with the codperation of councils of churches in 
the various cities. Six or more Oriental Christians are 
expected to participate in the leadership of these inter- 
denominational conferences. 


Labor Sunday 

A preliminary analysis of the distribution of the Labor 
Sunday Message this year is interesting, although final 
figures are not yet available. 24,900 copies were taken 
by eight national denominational agencies (social service 
departments and boards of Christian education). Five of 
these carried their own imprints on the cover-page. 7,500 
copies were taken by city and state councils of churches, 
most of which carried their own imprints. 

The Department of Christian Social Service of the 
National Council, Protestant Episcopal Church carried its 
own imprint on the cover-page and also used the last page 
for its own suggestions for worship on Labor Sunday. 

17,000 copies were ordered by individual churches, 
most of them taking advantage of the new format offered 
by the Federal Council of Churches, which enabled them 
to print their own order of service for Labor Sunday on 
the front cover-page, and distribute copies to all members 
of the congregation. 

Gratifying expressions of appreciation, from organized 
labor, of the interest of the churches in the problems of 
the workers have arisen spontaneously from federations 
of labor. On the initiative of the Indiana State Fed- 
eration of Labor, at the last Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, a resolution was unanimously 
adopted, recommending that all state federations officially 
endorse Labor Sunday, urge all members and their 
families to attend church on that day, request their 
respective governors to issue proclamations urging state- 
wide observance, and petition the President of the 
United States to “proclaim observance of this special 
Sunday as a day of worship to be observed and dedi- 
cated to the laboring class of people throughout the 
nation.” 
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“National Re-Dedication” 


known as “National Re-Dedication,” which will 

conduct an educational campaign in behalf of the 
ideals of democracy and freedom, is well under way. 
The campaign is to culminate on December 15, the an- 
niversary of the adoption of the “Bill of Rights” as a 
part of the American heritage. 

The movement is being carried forward with the col- 
laboration of sixteen national organizations of a religious, 
social, civic and educational character, including the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
together with the National Council of the Y. M. C. A.’s, 
the National Board of the Y. W. C. A.’s, the Boy Scouts 
of America, the National Conference of Jews and Chris- 
tians and influential Catholic and Jewish bodies, the Na- 
tional Grange, the American Federation of Labor and 
others. The Director is Hermann Hagedorn, poet and 
author, released for this service by the Theodore Roose- 
velt Memorial Association. 

The purpose of the undertaking is defined as follows: 

“To draw attention to the privileges and responsibili- 
ties of American citizenship and to lead Americans to 
recommit and re-dedicate themselves to the maintenance 
of their free institutions.” 

More specifically, National Re-Dedication proposes: 


fb development of a non-partisan organization 


“1. To rekindle the public mind to the splendor of America’s 
free institutions and to offer an opportunity for personal re- 
dedication to the principles of civil and religious liberty; 

“2. To popularize the Bill of Rights; 

“3. To proclaim again the power of the ideal of freedom to 
unite men of divergent races and creeds; 

“4. To re-assert the demands which the institutions of a re- 
public make on the integrity and large-mindedness of the indi- 
vidual, and upon the performance of his duties as a citizen; 

“5S. To stimulate that faith which has been the nation’s 
strength; faith in liberty, faith in man, faith in America, faith 
in God.” 


The underlying purpose of the movement is to secure 
a unanimous commitment of the American people to 
democratic principles and methods regardless of all con- 
flicts of economic interest and political attitudes. 

A considerable part of the program centers around 
the observance of important dates during the next four 
months in a concerted emphasis upon liberty and democ- 
racy. October 12, the anniversary of the discovery of 
America, has been designated as “Re-Discovery Day.” 
Armistice Day (November 11) is suggested as an oc- 
casion for emphasizing the continuing task of making the 
world “safe for democracy.” November 22 is proposed 
for a special observance as “National Unity Day,” when 
attention should be directed to the fact that people of 
diverse races and cultures have united in making America 
what it is today. It is also urged that the day be used 
as an appeal for the spirit of tolerance, codperation and 


democratic methods which is as necessary today as in the 
past. The churches on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 
November 24, are invited to express gratitude for the 
blessing of free institutions. December 11 (Sunday)- 
December 15 is the period for national re-dedication 
when the significance of the “Bill of Rights” is to be 
emphasized. 

The first publication of the movement is entitled 
“Ceremonial of Re-Dedication for Use in Camps.” With 
minor modifications, it is admirably designed for use as 
a simple pageant or dramatic presentation by young peo- 
ple’s groups in the churches, Y.M.C.A.’s, Y.W.C.A.’s and 
other organizations. The “Ceremonial” provides the 
text for a dramatic presentation culminating in a service 
of personal re-dedication, which can be modified as de- 
sired. Two of the episodes have to do with freedom of 
worship and freedom of speech. Single copies can be 
had for ten cents from the headquarters of the move- 
ment, Hotel Roosevelt, New York. 


Popular Studies in Church Unity 

One of the findings of the Edinburgh Conference on 
Faith and Order was that the existing literature on the 
subject was too technical for popular use and that 
special materials needed to be produced for the rank 
and file. Applying this verdict to the Edinburgh Report 
itself, the Joint Executive Committee of the American 
Sections of Life and Work and Faith and Order has in 
press an outline of approximately fifty pages entitled 
“Studies in Church Unity.” 

These studies consist of twelve brief sections, cover- 
ing the major contents of the Edinburgh Report, each 
followed by suggested questions for discussion and for 
further reading. They have been prepared by Professor 
Angus Dun of the Episcopal Theological Seminary, 
Cambridge, Mass., in collaboration with a committee 
of which Dr. J. Ross Stevenson has been Chairman. 

This brief introduction to ecumenical thinking is in- 
tended primarily for parish study groups; but will be 
equally useful in institutions and conferences, in schools, 
and for elementary study by ministers’ discussion groups. 
It aims to further a deeper understanding of the cen- 
tral convictions and attitudes underlying the movement. 

Advance orders for the booklet will be filled for fifteen 
cents per copy (with reductions for orders in quan- 
tity) by the Joint Executive Committee, 297 Fourth 
Avenue, New York. 


New Head of Y. W. GC. A. 

Mrs. John French of New York City on May 25 was 
elected President of the National Board of the Young 
Women’s Christian Associations, succeeding Mrs, Fred- 
erick M. Paist. 
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Approval for World Council 


Council of Churches was drafted as recently as 

last May, at the international conference in Hol- 
land, twelve communions in the United States have al- 
ready approved the plan, at least in principle. The bodies 
which have given their enthusiastic support during the 
last four months are as follows: 


A LTHOUGH the constitution of the proposed World 


General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(South) 

General Council of Congregational-Christian Churches 

Northern Baptist Convention 

Executive Committee of the United Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America 

General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church 

General Synod of the Reformed Church in America 

General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church 


The General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, the International Convention of the Disciples of 
Christ and the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church had already given their endorsement, 
upon the general basis of the Oxford and Edinburgh 
proposals, prior to the Utrecht meeting. 

In view of the fact that the draft of the constitution 
has not yet been officially submitted to the ecclesiastical 
bodies, awaiting formal action by the Continuation Com- 
mittee of the World Conference on Faith and Order at 
the end of August, most of the resolutions of endorse- 
ment have not dealt with the detail of the plan but have 


given general approval. In the case of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. and the Congregational-Christian 
Church, final action has been taken, definitely commit- 
ting these bodies to membership in the World Council. 
In the case of the other bodies, final confirmatory action 
can confidently be expected at their next official meetings. 

Only one of the important denominational gatherings 
held in America since the Oxford and Edinburgh Con- 
ferences has taken an unfavorable attitude toward the 
proposal for the World Council. This exception is the 
Southern Baptist Convention, which, however, will have 
the opportunity of re-considering the matter when the 
official communication from the Archbishop of York and 
Professor William Adams Brown, as Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of the Committee of Fourteen set up by the 
Oxford and Edinburgh Conferences, is received. The 
misgivings expressed by the Southern Baptists prior to 
the Utrecht meeting have all been avoided in the actual 
provisions of the constitution. 

The fall meeting of the American Sections of the Faith 
and Order and the Life and Work Movements will be 
held in New York City on September 28. 

In England, the General Assembly of the Church of 
England recently voted to join the British Council on 
the Christian Faith and the Common Life, which is ex- 
pected to be the British unit in the World Council. The 
English Presbyterian Church had already taken favorable 
action. 


Fifteen Years of Religious Broadcasting 


religious broadcast, which went over the air on May 
23, 1923, a dinner was given at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel, New York, under the auspices of the Joint Re- 
ligious Radio Commission, representing the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America and city 
and state councils of churches, on the evening of May 23. 
Dr. John W. Langdale was toastmaster. The guests 
included about a dozen of the leading officials of the 
National Broadcasting Company, among whom were the 
President, Mr. Lenox R. Lohr, and David Sarnoff, Chair- 
man of the Board. Other guests were members of the 
Commission, speakers on the various religious programs 
and their friends. The full proceedings of the evening 
have been printed in an anniversary booklet, which may 
be had from the Federal Council of Churches upon re- 
quest. 
The present schedule of national religious broadcasts 
sponsored by the Federal Council over the facilities of the 
National Broadcasting Company, is as follows: 


[: recognition of the fifteenth anniversary of the first 


SUNDAYS 
Over WEAF and Red Network 
Frederick K. Stamm in “Highlights of the Bible,” 10:00 A.M. 


Over WJZ and Blue Network 
Paul Scherer in ‘Sunday Vespers,” 4:00 P.M. 


WEEKDAYS AT 12:30 

Over WEAF and Red Network 
Mondays: Charles J. Turck in ‘The Challenge of the Church” 
Tuesdays: Alfred Grant Walton in “The Church in the World 

Today” 
Wednesdays: Henri F. Gondret in “Deeds versus Creeds” 
Thursdays: Harold Paul Sloan in “Faith and Freedom” 
Fridays: Elden H. Mills in “Fortifications for Life’s Demands” 
SATURDAY EvENING AT 6:45 

Over WEAF and Red Network 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale in “The Art of Living” 

Among the new broadcasters during the early sum- 
mer was Dr. Jesse M. Bader, Executive Secretary of 
the Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism. An- 
other program which has attracted much interest is one 
interpreting the Bible and its significance, with Dr. Mil- 
lard Robinson, of the New York Bible Society and Dr. 
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Francis C. Stifler of the American Bible Society as 
speakers. 

An important recent development in religious radio 
is that of the “non-network” ‘programs covering several 
special fields of major interest. The most far-reaching 
of these has been the interpretation of Christian missions, 
carried on under the auspices of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, with the collaboration of 
Mr. Frank C. Goodman, Executive Secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council’s Department of Religious Radio. The 
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project resulted in no fewer than 321 different broadcasts 
from local stations made by 133 different clergymen of 
10 different denominations in 117 cities of 43 states. 
It is believed that as a result of this program the mis- 
sionary enterprise has been given an emphasis which it 
has never before received in radio. Another great non- 
network program which secured the cooperation of local 
stations in all parts of the country had as its focal point 
the two-hundredth anniversary of John Wesley’s con- 
version in his well-known Aldersgate experience. 


Thirtieth Anniversary of Federal Council 


cil of the Churches of Christ in America which 

will be held at the Statler Hotel, Buffalo, N. Y., 
December 6-9, 1938, will mark the thirtieth anniversary 
of the creation of the Council. The meeting will be 
characterized by a special interest in Christian unity, in- 
cluding both a review of what has happened in America 
during the last three decades and a discussion of policies 
for the future with regard to Christian unity both in this 
country and in the world at large. At the public meeting 
which will mark the thirtieth anniversary Bishop Ivan 
Lee Holt of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
Rt. Rev. Henry St. George Tucker, Presiding Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, will be the speak- 
ers, the general theme being “Christian Unity in Retro- 
spect and Prospect.” : 

An innovation at the Biennial Meeting this year will 
be the sectional conferences which will be held in the 
afternoons. These are designed to promote thorough 
study of certain major subjects. It is expected that these 
conferences will be held on the following seven themes: 
“Evangelism for Today,” “The Worship of the Church,” 
“The Church and the Family,” “The Work of the Pastor 
in Personal Relationships,” “The Relation of the Church 
to Social and Industrial Problems,” ‘The Church and 
Race Relations,” “The Church and World Problems.” 

Two features which have come to be of major interest 
at the Biennial Meetings of the Federal Council will oc- 
cupy the opening session. These are the Presidential 
Address, which will be given by Dr. Edgar DeWitt Jones 
of Detroit, and the report on “The State of the Church,” 
to be presented by President John A. Mackay of the 
Princeton Theological Seminary, the Chairman of a spe- 
cial Committee appointed to prepare the report. 

A convention of representatives of state and local 
councils of churches will be held for the first time in 
connection with the Biennial Meeting. State and local 
councils will be especially invited to send selected of- 
ficials and leaders to share in the discussions of the 
sectional conferences as a means of their gaining assist- 


| Bie next Biennial Meeting of the Federal Coun- 


ance in planning codperative programs in their own 
communities. 

A conference on the religious education of adults will 
be held under the auspices of the International Council 
of Religious Education in conjunction with the Biennial 
Meeting. The winter meeting of the National Council 
of Church Women will be held in Buffalo on the day 
preceding the opening of the biennial sessions of the 
Federal Council. 

The Buffalo Council of Churches, under the presidency 
of Rt. Rev. Cameron J. Davis and the secretaryship of 
Rev. Ross W. Sanderson, is host for the meeting. 


Studying Nova Scotia Coéperatives 


While the BULLETIN is in press more than 200 
thoughtful citizens are participating in the second an- 
nual codperative tour of Nova Scotia Codperatives. The 
tour coincides with the annual rural and industrial con- 
ference for workers in codperatives held under the 
auspices of the Extension Department of St. Francis 
Xavier University. 

The tour director is Dr. J. Henry Carpenter, Chair- 
man of the Federal Council’s Committee on the Church 
and Codperatives. Associated with him as leaders are, 
Rev. Luigi G. Ligutti, president of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference; Rev. James Myers, Industrial 
Secretary of the Federal Council of Churches; Miss 
Mabel Carney, Professor of Rural Education, Teachers 
College, Columbia University; and Wallace J. Camp- 
bell, Assistant Secretary of the Codperative League of 
the U.S.A. 

Those who went on last year’s tour report that the 
farmers, miners and fishers in Nova Scotia towns have 
found new life economically, educationally and spirit- 
ually, through their development of codperatives. The 
population in Nova Scotia is served with more than thirty 
travelling libraries, and meets in more than 1,100 discus- 
sion groups in which grown-up laborers are studying 
economics, political science and religious education. 
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Passing of Pioneers in Christian Unity 


Tc: well-known leaders in the movement for 
Christian codperation and unity during the last 
three decades died on the same day, July 18— 
Rev. Rivington D. Lord and Rev. Lemuel Call Barnes. 
Both of these Baptist leaders had been founders and 
charter members of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. 

Dr. Lord, who would have been eighty years old if he 
had lived another month, became Recording Secretary of 
the Federal Council when it was created in 1908 and 
had held this position without interruption ever since. 
Ordained in the Free Baptist ministry in 1885, Dr. Lord 
began that year his first and only pastorate at the 
church which is now called the First Baptist Church of 
Williamsburg (Brooklyn). On January 13, 1935, the 
anniversary of fifty years of service by Dr. Lord as 
pastor of this one church, a great interdenominational 


gathering was held in his honor. He had served as the 
President of the General Conference of Free Baptists 
and was instrumental in bringing about the union of that 
body with the Northern Baptist Convention in 1911. 
Since 1932, he had been President of the American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society. Dr. Lord received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from his alma 
mater, Hillsdale College, and from Bates College, and 
also the degree of LL.D. from Hillsdale. 

Dr. Lemuel Call Barnes, of Yonkers, N. Y., who died 
at the age of eighty-three, was for many years an in- 
fluential leader in the home missionary work of the 
Northern Baptist Convention, being Director of the De- 
partment of English-Speaking Missions and Indian Work. 
He had been Chairman of the Federal Council’s Com- 
mittee on Home Missions and was especially interested 
in development of comity principles in missionary work. 


Christian Education Convention 


r i NAHE Quadrennial Convention of the International 
Council of Religious Education, held in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, June 25 to July 3, drew an attendance 

of two thousand regularly enrolled delegates in addition 

to many visitors. The great mass meetings, the sectional 

conferences, the exhibits and other features made it a 

noteworthy educational event in the life of the churches. 

Under the broad-visioned guidance of Dr. Roy G. 

Ross, General Secretary of the International Council of 

Religious Education, and Dr. Forrest L. Knapp, Direc- 

tor of the Convention Program, the undertaking was 

planned in a way which secured the collaboration of other 
important interdenominational agencies. The staff of 
the Federal Council of Churches collaborated at many 
points, taking the responsibility for developing some of 
the most important sectional conferences. Dr. George 
E. Haynes was responsible for the section on Christian 
Education and Race Relations; Rev. James Myers for 
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the section on Christian Education and Industrial Prob- 
lems; Rev. Roswell P. Barnes for the section on Chris- 
tian Education and World Peace. Dr. F. Ernest John- 
son took a leading part in the whole program having to 
do with adult Christian education. Dr. Henry Smith 
Leiper was one of the leaders in the meeting of the Chris- 
tian Youth Council. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert gave 
an address at one of the plenary sessions on the world- 
wide Christian movement, and addressed sectional con- 
ferences on “Evangelism in Christian Education” and 
“Temperance Education.” 

The sectional conference on Race Relations was es- 
pecially interested in bringing together representatives 
of Negroes, Mexicans, American Indians, Orientals and 
Caucasians in round-table conferences. Among the lead- 
ers were: Mrs. Ruth M. Bronson, a Cherokee Indian; 
Mr. T. M. Campbell, Field Agent for the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture; Rev. Philip Yung Lee, of the Chi- 
nese Church in Chicago, and Ramon Cabrera, of the 
Mexican Church in Chicago. In addition to the round- 
table conferences there were four interracial luncheons or 
dinners. 
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Unity on the Canal Zone 


P A NHE presence of three visitors from the Canal 

Zone—Mr. W. H. Kromer, Comptroller of the 

Canal Zone; Rev. Leon L. Loofbourow, pastor of 
the Balboa Union Church, and Mr. Newell N. Shaw, 
Chairman of the Council of the Pedro Miguel Union 
Church—made the meeting of the Federal Council’s 
Committee on Religious Work on the Canal Zone on 
June 27, 1938, one of exceptional interest. 

It was reported that the new union building at Gatun 
was used for the first time for services of worship in 
May. It will be dedicated during the coming winter 
when Dr. Roy B. Guild, Secretary of the Committee, is 
on the Canal Zone. Toward the total cost of the Gatun 
Church ($15,000) the committee secured gifts of $8,700 
in the United States, the remainder being raised on the 
Zone. 

The Pedro Miguel Church, which was partially com- 
pleted three years ago, was reported as being in urgent 
need of a permanent roof. The Committee accordingly 
approved a plan for securing the necessary amount. 


New Study of Youth and Marriage 

“Making a Home” is the title of the latest study 
course for young people on problems of family life, 
courtship and marriage. It is written by Dr. L. Foster 
Wood, Secretary of the Federal Council’s Committee on 
Marriage and the Home, and published by Abingdon 
Press, New York, at fifty cents. While designed espe- 
cially for study by groups of young people, it is written in 
a way which makes it readable and interesting for adults 
as well as young people and for individuals as well as 
classes. 

The sixteen chapters interpret love, courtship and mar- 
riage as among the greatest experiences of life, both from 
the standpoint of personal satisfaction and from the 
standpoint of their influence on character and personality. 
The successive chapters deal with practical problems 
such as “Getting Along with Others in the Home,” 
“Home Situations: Good and Not So Good,” “Falling 
in Love Intelligently,” “Preparation for Marriage,” “Why 
Some Marriages Succeed and Others Fail.” The last two 
‘chapters deal with the place of religion and worship in 
the building of successful homes and marriages. 


Dr. Conover in California 

Dr. E. M. Conover, Director of the Interdenomina- 
tional Bureau of Architecture, will be in California to 
counsel with local churches and groups from October 10 
to 24. Churches or groups in that area that wish coun- 
sel may either address the Bureau, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, or Dr. H. V. Mather, California Council of 
Churches, 129 W. Second Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 


In the new community of Gamboa the fifth of the 
Union Churches on the Canal Zone has recently been or- 
ganized. It already has a Sunday School, a Christian 
Endeavor Society, and a Women’s Auxiliary. At the 
present time it has no building of its own, but a very 
desirable lot has been allocated by the Government for 
a church edifice. 

The missionary boards which codperate under the 
Federal Council’s auspices in supporting the united pro- 
gram on the Canal Zone are: the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the American Baptist Home Mission Society, the 
Congregational Home Missionary Society, the Board of 
Domestic Missions of the Reformed Church in America, 
the Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and the Board of Home Missions of the 
United Presbyterian Church. Rev. Thomas S. Donohugh 
is Chairman of the Committee on Religious Work on the 
Canal Zone. 


1938 Armistice Message 

_ The Armistice Sunday Message of the Federal Coun- 
cil this year will be centered around a discussion of the 
contribution of Christians to the solution of world 
problems through the ecumenical, missionary and peace 
movements of the Church. Those who believe that these 
three causes should be integrated in the programs of the 
churches locally, nationally and internationally will find 
the Message valuable. It may be ordered from the 
Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, at 5 cents each, 
$2.00 per hundred, or at special rates in larger quan- 
tities. 


Stanley Jones in New York 

The ministers of Greater New York and the metro- 
politan area are to assemble on Monday, September 26, 
at the Marble Collegiate Church of New York for a 
special message from Dr. E. Stanley Jones upon his ar- 
rival from India. Dr. Jones has not been in America 
since his memorable participation in the National Preach- 
ing Mission during the autumn of 1936. 

The meeting will be held under the auspices of the 
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Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism, with the 
cooperation of the Greater New York Federation of 
Churches and the city councils of churches and minis- 
terial associations in the neighboring communities. 


Unifying Aid to Refugees 
In an effort to facilitate aid to refugees from Germany 
the American section of the executive committee of the 
Lutheran World Convention has concluded a. working 
agreement with the American Committee for Christian 
German Refugees. Lutheran leaders in American have 
been giving valuable assistance during the past few 
years, but this new arrangement will make the service 

more effective. The agreement is as follows: 
“The increasing number of refugees coming to Amer- 
ica from Germany and the fact that many of them are 
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of the Lutheran faith have made it necessary to effect a 
closer codperation between the American Committee 
for Christian German Refugees and the Lutheran 
Churches. As a result of negotiations between represen- 
tatives of the American Committee for Christian German 
Refugees and the Lutheran Churches of America, the 
following agreement was reached: 

“*J. Since the Lutheran Churches have experience and 
special facilities for dealing with refugee Lutheran clergymen 
and theological students, the responsibility for this group is 
to remain with them. 

«2. It is agreed that the American Committee for Chris- 
tian German Refugees shall be the clearing-house for other 
Lutheran refugees. 

«3. The Lutheran Churches agree to establish an office 
which will codperate with the American Committee for Chris- 
tian German Refugees in the rehabilitation and placement of 
Lutheran Refugees.’’ 


Message, 1938 


the Churches of Christ in America) 


(Issued by the Federal Council of 


HE recent World Conference of 

Churches at Oxford described our 

day as “a time when mankind is 
oppressed with perplexity and fear. Men 
are burdened with evils almost insupporta- 
ble and with problems apparently insoluble. 
Even in countries which are at peace, un- 
employment and malnutrition sap men’s 
strength of body, mind, and spirit. In 
other countries war does its ‘devil’s work,’ 
and threatens to overwhelm us all in its 
limitless catastrophe.” 

It is heartening in such a day that the 
Church is affirming the Word of God with 
new definiteness and courage, and that 
throughout the churches an increasing con- 
cern is felt about the problems of the so- 
cial order, such as unemployment, the dis- 
tribution of income, social security, the 
rights of labor, consumers’ coéperation, and 
the relations of races and nations. It is 
heartening, too, that the churches are re- 
newing their declarations that no human 
authority, not even the State, has a right 
to dictate to the conscience, since all au- 
thority is from God and the State also 
“stands under His judgment.” 

It is the duty of Christians not only to 
bear witness to their faith within the 
existing economic order, but also, as the 
Oxford Conference declared, “to test all 
economic institutions in the light of their 
understanding of God’s will” and con- 
tribute. to ‘the transformation, and if 
necessary, the thorough reconstruction of 
the present economic and political system.” 
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In pursuing these ends, Christian men 
and women in the same occupations should 
meet together for prayerful discussion as 
to how in their particular sphere of life the 
problems which arise can be dealt with in 
accordance with the mind of Christ. In 
their membership in political parties, em- 
ployers’ associations, trade unions, farmers’ 
organizations, consumers’ coOperatives and 
other similar groups, Christians have an 
opportunity to make their influence felt in 
practical activities. 

As citizens we should reaffirm our faith 
in democracy. For democracy alone guar- 
antees the liberty of the human spirit and, 
by placing responsibility on the individual, 
promotes character and develops human 
personality. In the realm of industrial re- 
lations, the basic idea of democracy finds 
expression in the organization of labor for 
collective dealing with employers. For em- 
ployers of the great mass of industrial 
workers today are no longer individuals, 
as were the employers of a century ago, 
but large companies or corporations. In 
such circumstances there can be no genuine 
negotiation unless it be collective negotia- 
tion; no genuinely free contract unless it 
be a collective contract. Labor, therefore, 
must be organized as a necessary factor in 
the extension of democratic processes in 
American life. The responsible heads of 
some of our greatest industries, who have 
entered into collective bargaining relations 
with their employees, have exhibited indus- 
trial statesmanship. On the other hand, it 


Other 


is regrettable that some have used the mis- 
deeds of labor organizations as an excuse 
for obscuring the major issue of democratic 
industrial’ relations. Labor, like the em- 
ployer, must accept the obligations that go 
with the democratic process, taking care 
that the affairs of its own organizations are 
democratically and responsibly conducted. 

During industrial conflict, unethical and 
unjustifiable methods on the part of ail 
parties too frequently prevail. In the pub- 
lic interest as well as their own, labor and 
employers should discontinue resorting to 
violence, racketeering, autocratic methods, 
internal dissension, refusal to participate in 
genuine collective bargaining, breaking of 
contracts, the use of industrial spies, and 
misleading propaganda. Organization and 
legislation alone will avail little if the right 
spirit be absent. The Church as a fellow- 
ship of the spirit dare never forget or cease 
to emphasize this fact. 

Liberty is one and indivisible. We can- 
not have freedom in one sphere and deny 
it in another. In the world today the right 
of labor to have a voice in determining the 
conditions of its work, and the right of the 
Church to determine the conditions of its 
worship, stand or fall together. Under 
dictatorships, whether of the Right or the 
Left, it is not alone the freedom of labor 
to organize independently of the employer 
and of the State which has been denied, 
but also free speech, free press, freedom of 
assemblage, and freedom of worship. 

Concerned as we are for democracy, we 
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must also be concerned for peace. For war 
is the enemy of democracy. If war should 
come, we would stand to lose in life and 
liberties all our hard-won gains. We must 
therefore unite in opposing increased arm- 
aments, conscription and industrial mobil- 
ization, in supporting all measures for re- 


moving the basic economic causes of war, 
and in building a codperative world-order. 

Ominous as is the condition of the world, 
we would conclude this message in the 
words of the Oxford World Conference of 
Churches: “We are troubled yet we do not 
despair. Our hope is anchored in the living 
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God. . . . In His Name we set our hands, 
as the servants of God and in Him of one 
another, to the task of proclaiming God’s 
message of redemption, of living as His 
children, and of combating injustice, 
cruelty and hate.” 


NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


National Meeting of 
Council Executives 

The campus of Otterbein College, Wes- 
terville, Ohio, was the scene of the Annual 
Meeting of the Association of Executive 
Secretaries of Councils of Churches (State 
and Local) and the Annual Meeting of the 
Employed Officers’ Association of the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education, 
July 3-6. The attendance was a record- 
breaker. On the side of intellectual and 
spiritual stimulus, the outstanding feature 
was the series of addresses by Professor 
Edwin E. Aubrey, of the Divinity School 
of Chicago University, on ‘Theological 
Thinking Today.” Professor Aubrey gave 
a masterful interpretation of the currents 
of theological thought, especially in Eu- 
rope. On the side of practical procedure, 


interest centered chiefly in the movement 
for a larger integration of the field work 
of the several interdenominational agencies. 
The plan for a joint field department, as 
drafted by the Inter-Council Field Com- 
mittee last April, was warmly welcomed. 


If ratified by the Federal Council, the In- 
ternational Council, the Home Missions 
Council, the National Council of Church 
Women and perhaps other bodies, it will 
provide for a single interdenominational 
group which will plan the field program for 
all the codperating organizations. There 
was also much informal discussion of the 
possibility of an eventual merger of the 
several national interdenominational bodies. 
The president of the Association of 
Executive Secretaries of Councils of 
Churches (State and Local) for the ensuing 
year is Dr. J. Henry Carpenter, Secretary 
of the Brooklyn Church and Mission Fed- 
eration; the President of the Employed 
Officers’ Association is Rev. Wilbur T. 
Clemens of the New York State Council of 
Churches and Religious Education. 


In Memory of 
Arthur Armstrong 

The death on June 6 of Arthur H. Arm- 
strong of St. Louis, who had served as 
Executive Secretary of the Metropolitan 


Church Federation of St. Louis since 1919, 
means the loss of one of the eminent 
pioneers in the field of church codperation. 
No one did more than he to set a pattern 
for federative work in American cities. He 
served in his St. Louis post until about 
eight months ago, when he became Secre- 
tary Emeritus. 

On June 9 a service in memory of Dr, 
Armstrong was held in the Pilgrim Con- 
gregational Church of St. Louis. The 
pastor of the church, Dr. Truman B. 
Douglass, in paying a well-deserved tribute 
to Dr. Armstrong, laid emphasis upon his 
vision of the way in which the greater 
unity of Christendom is to be achieved. 
Dr. Douglass said in part: 

“There are those among us who are 
prone to be a little contemptuous of what 
they call ‘mere coéperation’ among the 
churches. They would insist that co- 
operation is not enough; that we are now 
ready to find a more radical solution for 
the problems of a divided Christianity; 
that we must work for the organic unity 
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of Protestantism and for a truly ecumeni- 
cal Church. What is sometimes lost sight 
of, however, is the almost incredible 
achievement which we owe to codperative 
efforts among the Protestant churches. 
“Almost the whole history of this move- 
ment falls within the period of Dr. Arm- 
strong’s active ministry. In 1894 the year 
of his ordination, none of the now accepted 
media of communication and fellowship 
among the various communions existed. 
There was no cooperative approach to the 
problem of Sunday school curricula. There 
was no Missions Council, with its vision of 
the world as a field for Christian—as dis- 
tinct from purely denominational—labor. 
There was no Federal Council of Churches. 
There were no local agencies for co- 
operative action by the churches of the 
same community. Some of us, in our im- 
patience for a genuine reunion of the 
churches, are prone to forget the heroic 
labors, the daring faiths, the magnificent 
achievements of those who, like Dr. Arm- 
strong, have led us thus far along the way. 
“Tt is my conviction that when the his- 
tory of the reunited Church is finally 
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written, the work of those who have led 
in the movement for local codperation of 
whom Dr. Armstrong was the dean—will 
loom increasingly large. None knew better 
than he that ‘mere codperation’ is not 
enough, that there must be a restoration 
of the organic wholeness of the Church 
which is Christ’s body. But he knew that 
codperation is something, and that it is a 
necessary step toward the fulfillment of the 
larger purpose.” 


Church Opposition Defeats 
New York Gambling Proposal 
Mobilization, under the direction of the 
State Council of Churches, of opposition to 
an amendment which would have removed 
the ban against gambling from the New 
York State Constitution played a vital 
part in the 73-63 vote by which the Con- 
stitutional Convention in July refused to 
advance the proposal from general orders 
to third reading. During the debate, last- 
ing several days, several delegates referred 
to the many messages of opposition which 
they had received from church groups. 


New Council in Evansville 
Formal organization of the Evansville 
(Ind.) Council of Churches was completed 
on June 14 at a meeting attended by the 
representatives of the 26 churches which 
have agreed to codperate in the new coun- 
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cil. Henry J. Schlundt, a layman of St. 
Lucas’ Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
was elected President. Mrs. J. E. Berke- 
meier, of the First Baptist Church, was 
named Secretary. The plan of organiza- 
tion provides that the presidents of the 
Evansville Council of Church Women, the 
Evansville Ministers’ Association and the 
County Council of Religious Education 
shall serve as vice-presidents of the Coun- 
cil of Churches, subject to approval by 
their respective organizations. 


United Summer Preaching 

Several city councils of churches are 
giving special attention this summer to the 
holding of outdoor union services on Sun- 
day evenings as a means of reaching people 
who are not in the habit of regular church 
attendance. In St. Louis, the Metropolitan 
Church Federation has organized two 
series of outdoor Sunday evening services 
participated in by the churches of four of 
the geographical districts in which the city 
is divided. One of these series is held in 
the quadrangle of Washington University ; 
the other on the grounds of the Carondelet 
Y.M.C.A. In New Haven, Conn., the 
Council of Churches has arranged for 
union services on the New Haven Green 
each Sunday evening from July 3 to Sep- 
tember 4 inclusive, with the Salvation 
Army Band supplying music. 

In New York City, a series of open-air 
meetings on weekday evenings has been 
held for the fifth consecutive year, under - 
the auspices of the Greater New York 
Federation of Churches. Some of the out- 
standing ministers of the city, including 
Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell of the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church and Dr. Nor- 
man Vincent Peale of the Marble Col- 
legiate Church, have participated. 


Massachusetts Has 
Hospital Program 

The Massachusetts Council of Churches 
takes a keen interest in the work of the 
chaplains in the hospitals of the state. It 
has adopted as its own three already estab- 
lished chaplains, Rev. Russell Dicks, at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital; Rev. 
David R. Hunter, at the State Infirmary 
at Tewksbury, and Rev. Lee Bergsman, at 
the Boston City Hospital. Through the 
Council of Churches the interdenomina- 
tional service of these chaplains is made 
known throughout the state. 
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The chaplains of these hospitals conduct 
a summer school in clinical theology from 
June 27 to September 2. Courses in the 
ministry to troubled individuals are of- 
fered both to seminary undergraduates and 
to pastors. This project is under the 
supervision of the Theological Schools’ 
Committee on Clinical Training, composed 
of representatives of the faculties of Har- 
vard Divinity School, Episcopal Theologi- 
cal School and Andover Newton Theologi- 
cal School. 


Southern California Conference 
on Christian Unity 

Under the joint auspices of the Federal 
Council and the California Church Coun- 
cil, Southern Area, a Conference on Chris- 
tian Unity was held May 26 and 27 in 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Los Angeles. Rt. Rev. 
W. B. Stevens, of the Episcopal Church, 
was Chairman and Rev. Roy L. Smith, of 
the First Methodist Church, Vice-Chair- 
man. Dr. H. Paul Douglass and Dr. 
Henry Smith Leiper of the Federal Coun- 
cil’s staff were present to interpret the 
ecumenical movement and the proposed 
World Council of Churches. Four sec- 
tional meetings dealt with the following 
themes: “Church, State, Community and 
the Social Order,” “The Church and Edu- 
cation,” “The Universal Church and the 
Family of Nations,” ‘Practical Steps to- 
ward Unity.” A novel feature was a panel 
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Professor Ellwood, whose sociological 
writings are widely known—and whose in- 
terest in the religious life of America has 
been enhanced rather than lessened by his 
scientific studies—has produced a unique 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


discussion on “Possibilities of American 
Church Unity,” under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Douglass, with participants represent- 
ing eight different communions, including 
the Orthodox. 


Chicago Women Hold 
Interdenominational 
Missionary Institute 

The second Interdenominational Wom- 
en’s Institute in Chicago will be held Sep- 
tember 27 and 28, in the McCormick Me- 
morial Y.W.C.A. Dr. T. H. P. Sailer, of 
the Missionary Education Movement, will 
again conduct the adult course on the 
foreign study books, which this year deal 
with India. Dr. Arthur E. Holt and Pro- 
fessor Samuel Kincheloe, author of the 
home mission book on “The Church in the 
City,” will lead the adult classes on this 
subject. The young people’s classes will 
be conducted by Mrs. E. E. McClintock, 
of the Congregational-Christian Missions 
Council, and Miss Esther M. McRuer, of 
the Presbyterian Board of National Mis- 
sions. Missionaries of all denominations 
will be present as resource people for both 
home and foreign mission discussion and 
will speak at the luncheon hours. 

A new feature will be the presentation 
of the movement for ecumenical unity in 
the Church. On September 27, Dr. H. 
Paul Douglass, Secretary of the Federal 
Council’s Commission for the Study of 
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Christian Unity, will conduct a seminar on 
the significance of the Edinburgh and Ox- 
ford Conferences. On September 28, Dr. 
E. K. Higdon, formerly of the Philippine 
Islands, will conduct a seminar on the ap- 
proaching Madras Conference of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. Dr. Sam 
Higginbottom, veteran missionary of In- 
dia, will be the speaker at a missionary © 
mass meeting. 

Mrs. George R. Wilson, of Hinsdale, Ill., 
is Chairman of a special Committee of the 
Women’s Department of the Chicago 
Church Federation which has this institute 
in charge. 


New Development in Missouri 


At the State Convention of the Missouri 
Sunday School Council a year ago a pro- 
posal was made to change its name to the 
Missouri Church and Sunday School Coun- 
cil and the change was approved, subject 
to ratification by the denominational bod- 
ies of the state. The denominations have 
now approved the change. Accordingly, 
at the annual executive meeting held last 
spring it was voted to begin to use the 
new name. It was also voted that ‘the 
Missouri organization should codperate 
with the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America as closely as possible. 
Mr. H. W. Becker, 410 Central Place, 
Kirksville, Mo., is the General Secretary. 
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book for the general reader. “The Story 
of Social Philosophy” actually puts in lay- 
man’s English the problems of sociology 
and the theories that have been formulated 
concerning them from Plato to Lester F. 
Ward. The title reflects the fact that so- 
ciology has only lately been known by that 
name and treated as a science, although the 
issues with which it deals have been recog- 
nized by philosophers for over 2,000 years. 
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the vicissitudes of a theorist’s own life and 
the philosophy that he formulated. This 
would have required more than one vol- 
ume. But Professor Ellwood has avoided 
a common error in writing a history of 
thought, namely, the attempt to construct 
a genealogy of ideas, as if thought forms 
begot others irrespective of the life ex- 
periences of men and of the impact of 
their cultures upon them. Again and again 
he remarks that the writer under consid- 
eration reflected the thought of his age. 
One is reminded of the question raised by 
John Dewey whether a philosopher is the 
product of the spirit of his time or a 
creator of it. With his answer—that the 
influence runs both ways—Professor Ell- 
wood would agree. A system of thought 
can be understood only in relation to the 
concerns, the fears, the physical necessities 
and the social pressures to which the group 
and generation to which the thinker be- 
longed was subject. 

For this reason what we have in such a 
work as the present is not a succession of 
theories in any logical sequence but rather 
a series of formulations which recur over 
and over again. As in the case of com- 
parative study of theology or general 
philosophy, we find writers who are re- 
garded as sharply opposed to each other 
exhibiting surprising agreements. And, as 
the author points out, “practically all these 
social doctrines are still living in our 
present civilization and are contending for 
mastery.” 

The views of the various writers are 
treated under standard heads so as to 
preserve continuity and comparability and 
a brief critique is added. The author is 
sensitive to religious implications at every 
point. When he reaches Comte, com- 
monly regarded at the founder of sociology, 
the treatment becomes more extensive and 


the reader is able to trace the main lines 
of social theory through Tarde, Durkheim, 
Spencer, Sumner and Ward. 

Professor Ellwood’s affinity with Ward 
is frankly revealed. While Sumner’s pre- 
occupation with “folk-ways” shows the in- 
fluence of Spencer’s naturalism, Ward’s 
consuming interest in consciously directed 
social development places him in contrast 
to Spencer. Ward’s thought is therefore 
congenial to Professor Ellwood’s whole- 
some social optimism. F. E. J. 
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This year the cycle of missionary educa- 
tion studies returns to the theme of the 
city and its church. As aids to an under- 
standing of organized religion in urban 
civilization, three excellent books are pro- 
vided. 

The main study book by Dr. Samuel C. 
Kincheloe of Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary, while written in popular vein, is more 
definitely sociological in conception than 
most of the previous treatments of the 
same theme. It is essentially the story of 


the influence of the city on the church, and 
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the resulting characteristics and prospects 
of the church in an urban environment. 
Professor Kincheloe traverses the inevitable 
ground presented by the city and its prob- 
lems, but is always mindful of actual 
people living in concrete situations. When 
he generalizes, as is necessary in so short a 
book, as to housing, delinquency, etc., it is 
with a clear sense of the bearings of these 
things upon the family and its sanctities 
and the lives of the individuals who com- 
pose it. 

Perplexed and tried by the vicissitudes 
of urban change, the church makes such 
adjustments as it can and is not altogether 
unsuccessful. Dr. Kincheloe’s book fur- 
nishes an excellent popular introduction to 
urban religious problems. 

True to his calling as a professor of 
education, Dr. Hallenbeck attempts to 
carry learning over into action. He invites 
Dr. Kincheloe’s readers to use the results 
of their studies in a series of projects in 
their own communities. “My Community, 
My Church and Me!” shows how to set up 
a religiously motivated study of any par- 
ticular urban, situation, combining research 
and discussion on the part of a loca! co- 
operative group which is in a position to 
assume real responsibility. 

After the religious people of the city 
have established the facts by direct investi- 
gation, Dr. Hallenbeck’s book will help 
them to evaluate their findings in the light 
of Christian ideals and to determine ob- 
jectives, both immediate and more ulti- 
mate. 

Dr. Searle’s poignantly written series of 
vignettes of types of urban people under 
pressure of adverse surroundings, person- 
alizes the problems of which Dr. Kincheloe 
writes, and identifies the people for whose 
sake Dr. Hallenbeck would like to mobilize 
the Christian forces for action. The neg- 
lected child, the unstable immigrant fam- 


ily, the disintegrated American home, the 


mentally handicapped, and the unemployed 
—all figure graphically in a series of brief 
but striking sketches based on the author’s 
experience as a metropolitan pastor, now 
Secretary of the New York Federation of 
Churches. 

Approaching the problem of urban re- 
ligion, as these books do, from the three- 
fold standpoint of knowledge, feeling and 
action, every church ought to find one or 
another of them useful. HyPAD: 
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Gold and Poverty in South 
Africa 


By Max YERGAN 


International Industrial Relations Institute 
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This brochure is one of four studies of 
basic national problems in the utilization 
of the world’s natural resources for the im- 
provement of social conditions. It holds 
that although South Africa is a prosperous 
country, the standards of living of nearly 
eighty percent of the population in terms 
of rural and urban housing, medical atten- 
tion and other factors are very low. The 
seven million Africans who make up 
seventy-five percent of the population oc- 
cupy less than fifteen percent of the total 
land area. The bulk of the laboring class 
are Africans whose wage-rate as unskilled 
laborers runs in a ratio of about six to one 
with skilled European workers and in some 
phases of gold-mining as high as ten to 
one. 

In answering the question why African 
workers have been unable to resist such 
treatment and improve their condition the 
author states that for an African Native 
to break his contract of employment is a 
criminal offense and that he is forbidden 
by law to organize or strike. He holds 
that the white population of nearly two 
million, many of whom are permanent 
residents have, wittingly or unwittingly, 
become the instruments of imperialistic ex- 
ploitation of Natives deprived of their 
lands, exploited through poor pay, and dis- 
rupted in basic Native culture. When the 
four provinces were formed into the Union 
of South Africa in 1910 the constitution 
stipulated that only British subjects of 
European descent could sit in Parliament. 
Completely disfranchised, the Native has 


been controlled by color bar legislation, 
which has reduced land holdings of Afri- 
cans, and gives the government the right to 
declare redundant the Africans residing in 
urban areas. The Native Service Contract 
Act of 1932 makes every rural male Native 
on others’ lands liable to work for the 
landlord without pay for a period not to 
exceed six months in each year. 

Some hope is offered by the trade union 
movement among whites in South Africa. 
Many of the white workers share the 
prejudices of other whites. One of these 
labor organizations, however, the Cape 
Federation of Labor Unions, has no color 
bar although many. locals have clauses 
which exclude non-whites. 

In answering what can be done the 
author says encouragement should be given 
to those people in South Africa, both 
Africans and Europeans, who are aware of 
the conditions and are striving to do some- 
thing and that everything should be done 
to eradicate the prejudices which have de- 
veloped between the rank and file of 
African and European workers. Unfor- 
tunately the treatise does not bring out 
clearly the relation of Africa to the World 
War and to the present European crisis. 

GE. H. 


Beyond Tragedy 


By RemnHorp NIEBUBR 


Scribner’s. $2.00 


Professor Niebuhr’s title for his latest 
book is explained by his thesis “that the 
Christian view of history passes through 
the sense of the tragic to a hope and an 
assurance which is ‘beyond tragedy’.” In 
the very statement of his theme we sense 
his realistic view of the civilization and 
culture of the contemporary world. “‘Chris- 
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tianity’s view of history is tragic insofar as 
it recognizes evil as an inevitable con- 
comitant of even the highest spiritual en- 
terprises. It is beyond tragedy insofar as 
it does not regard evil as inherent in ex- 
istence itself but as finally under the dom- 
ination of a good God.” 

Professor Niebuhr points out in one of 
his essays that “the profoundest expressions 
of prophetic religion come out of periods 
of catastrophe.’ We cannot place our 
trust in achievement of the human spirit. 
Faith is imperilled by either despair or op- 
timism. The latter is the more dangerous. 
The apocalypticism of early Christianity 
was a culmination of the prophetic move- 
ment. It “regarded human history as 
meaningful but not as self-fulfilling or 
self-sufficing.” Medievalism ‘mixed faith 
in God and trust in man” and called it 
a “Christian” civilization. Protestantism 
trusted in “pious man.” Modern civiliza- 
tion switched its faith to the intelligent, the 
educated man. Liberal Protestantism trusted 
the man who is both pious and intelligent. 
Then, after the war, trust was imposed in 
the youth of the coming generation, but if 
we look to Europe today, we see that that 
confidence was misplaced. The most< re- 
cent form of humanism, accepted by mil- 
lions, is trust in the poor man, exemplified 
in the Marxian faith in the proletariat. 

The trouble with rationalistic humanism 
is that it “forgets the finiteness and crea- 
tureliness of man” and does not subject 
human righteousness to the transcendent 
righteousness of God. It “seeks to con- 
struct a Christ out of some universal hu- 
man virtue or capacity.” 

No book has come into my hands for a 
long time which is more rewarding than 
this. Niebuhr has given us the best of 
what is in Barthianism far better than 
Barth has done it. C2S'sMr 
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